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Ants: Ongoing Invaders

or a number of years now ants have

been the #1 pest problem in the
country—more homeowners have ant
problems than any other pest. In reality,
every unprotected household experiences
ant problems either occasionally or
constantly.

This is because ants are continually
reinvading areas in their search for food,
water, and shelter. For many species, our
homes provide all or most of their vital
needs. Ant scouts are constantly on the
search to find these resources. Usually
unseen by us, the many tiny cracks and
crevices they find to invade homes are like
huge eight-lane highways to them.

Ant colonies are pulsating
with activity this time of year.
Nature is providing an
abundance of food, queen
ants are laying eggs like there
is no tomorrow, and ant
numbers are increasing rapidly
with the warm weather.

Depending on the ant species, each
colony may have just one, or many egg-
laying queens. Those colonies that have
many queens can grow more quickly and
tend to be our worst ant problems. Each
of these colonies can produce hundreds of
ant eggs every day. These are mostly not
our native ant species, but have invaded

Watching for Spiders

ith this summer's July 3
Wrelease of The Amazing /WW
Spider Man movie, we may
once again have a blockbuster
summer spider movie, following
after previous Spider Man and
Arachnophobia movies that
have been such big hits. This is
just in time for spider season, as these
pests once again start becoming more
abundant in late spring and summer.

Spiders are common pests that are
not insects, but closely related. All spiders
produce silk, but only some use their silk
to build the intricate orb webs that we
associate with spiders. Others, such as
black widow spiders, spin a disorderly
tangle of webbing. Other species build
'sheet' webs or 'funnel-shaped' webs. Still
others, like tarantulas, actively crawl
around and hunt for prey. These spiders
don't build webs to trap prey; they use
their silk to cover their eggs, line burrows

in the ground, or wrap their prey.
Few creatures are feared as
much as spiders. We have over
3,500 species in the U.S., but only
about 50 can penetrate our skin, and
the venom of most of these is too
weak to affect most people. The
spiders that have the nastiest bites are
the black widow spider (and the

here from other parts of
the world.

You can't control these
huge monster colonies by
killing just a few ants—the
monster will come back
quickly, and sometimes
their colonies are much bigger than we
suspect. Only with our regular and
professional control can an ant problem by
stopped and new ant problems be
prevented. Please help spread the word—
we are the area ant-elimination experts!

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

heck your window screens and repair

or replace them as needed. For very
loose screens that pests can crawl around,
install weather-stripping along the edges
to tighten them. If doors tend to be left
open, install screen doors that shut
automatically.

spreading brown widow spider),
brown recluse, hobo, and yellow
sac spiders.

Our regular professional
service for spiders helps prevent
bites from both poisonous and
nonpoisonous species. It also
saves you the trouble of having
to clean up spider webs, spider
droppings, and the dead insect
carcasses spiders leave behind.
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"Yes, I have a BIG bug problem!”

Thank you for your business and referrals!




More information for our valued customers. . .
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Invasion of Protecting Children
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Cat-Sized Rats from Poisonings
C:I]['he Florida Keys is battling C.M‘ou may have missed the 50th National Poison Prevention Week, March
an infestation of Gambian | 18-24, 2012, but the cautions presented then are important to
Giant Pouched Rats. The six- incorporate into all of our daily lifestyles.

to-nine pound, cat-sized rats
first appeared on Grassy Key
over 12 years ago after a local
exotic pets breeder let some escape. Officials
have been trying to eliminate them for years by
baiting and trapping, but the giant rats have

In just the last year, America's 57 poison control centers
answered 2.4 million emergency calls of people exposed to
poisons. Poisonings in children younger than six years old
account for more than half of these calls, which underscores
the importance of locking up household chemicals out of
children's reach—preferably in a high cabinet.

Florida

multiplied and proven themselves a difficult and Be aware that common household products that can

resilient pest. Each female produces about 30 seriously harm a child if ingested include medicines, hair and nail products,

young per year. disinfectants, cleaners (including chlorine), sanitizers, paints, glues,
The concern is that if they make it to the automotive products like anti-freeze, swimming pool chemicals, and

mainland, they will damage crops and will likely pesticides. Take time now to lock up or remove, as much as possible, any

harm native animals. These rats also can carry of these containers.

monkeypox and other diseases. Never buy illegal pesticides, including pesticide chalks, because these

pose higher risks. Fortunately you probably have far fewer pesticide
containers around your home because you use our professional services,

e and that in itself is an important safety measure.
Spiders Close P Y
>
Post Office
C:I][’ he discovery of an infestation of brown Monster snake on Display
Post C;tefeluse spllders caus]eqt thLe l.Jn'.tlfd bStatefs\ 2&2,500 pound, 48-foot long (as long as a bus), titanoboa snake
0s ice 1o close one of 1ts Louisville branc recently shocked commuters in New York's Grand Central Station.

post offices recently.

; Fortunately it is not alive, but is a life-size replica of the remains of a giant
The spiders were r4 y P g

prehistoric snake first discovered in Columbia in a coal mine in 2005.

:Inicpol\(/)?/f:swshc?rrf ttgi \__rost orrice 6?\0‘6?\6 In this case truth is actually larger than fiction, because the snake is
| o f bigger than the giant
mail. Brown recluse ﬁDO?CﬁJLI\ o9 ?

predator snake that
terrorized and ate people
in the movie Anaconda.

spiders are highly '6\95?"—:
poisonous; their bite
can cause a severe lesion by destroying skin
tissue. Fortunately it is not an aggressive
species and no one was bitten.

The post office was set to be closed for up

to two weeks while the spiders were being Why Do Zebras Have stripes? f

eradicated. Because all mail is sealed, fortunately

there is no danger that spiders infested any mail Animal researchers have theorized for years that a zebra's stripes
that went through the facility. confuse predators like lions, but new research just published shows

the stripes have a surprising benefit—they actually help protect the zebras

— from biting insects. Since biting pests carry many diseases as well as
- constantly distract animals from feeding, it is possible that the reduction in
N Glant wasp pest activity could be an even more important benefit of having stripes than
WS - protection from lions.
N D‘scovered The researchers looked at biting horse flies in their tests. These and
- 2&gigantic 2 ¥ inch long wasp, the many other insects are able to detect polarized light as it is reflected off of
— largest wasp ever discovered, has surfaces like animal hides. Uniform surfaces have a very uniform
N been found in Indonesia. Almost nothing polarization pattern, but stripes on a surface change the
is known about this new species. The - polarization pattern of the reflected light. By collecting
— || males have huge spiked jaws that they horse flies that were attracted to black, brown, white, and

striped horse models, the researchers showed that the
flies were least attracted to the striped models. Further
tests showed the exact thickness of the zebra stripes were
an optimal thickness to reduce horse fly attacks.

probably use to protect their nests. The
area they were discovered in is so remote
no one has reported being stung by the
monsters.
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